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The great Indian social network

THE UNDERAGE OPTIMIST

CHETAN BEHAGAT

It's been weeks since i saw the
amazing film “The Social Net-
work™ and it still hasn't left
me. The movie tells a semi-fie-
tionalstory aboutthecreation
of Facebook (based on the
book “The Accidental Billio-
naires™). While the film is ex-
traordinarily well made, the story it tells is
even more amazing, Mark Zuckerberg, the
founder of Facebool, at 26, is the youngest
billionaire in the world. Six vears ago, Mark
started Facebook from his college dorm. To-
day, the privately held company could be
worth $50 billion (Rs 220,000 crore). The mo-
vie is pathbreaking in that it is about talent,
made by talented people and for a country
thatcelebratestalent.

For, only in the USA, can a boy in his 20s,
coming from nowhere, create a company
worth billions in six yvears, and the country
celebrates him by making a movie on him.
Ircnieally, Mark never cared about making
money when hefounded Faceboole. Hismain
maotivation was to do something innovative,
entrepreneurial, and most importantly —
cool. At one point, he states, “Money, or the
ability tomale money, doesn't impress any-
onearound here.”

Compare this to India’s celebrated busi-
nessmen. The corporate czars we celebrate
(with some exceptions) are second or third-
generation tycoons who run huge empires
comprising dozens of unrelated businesses.
Traditional management theorywill wonder
how a company can be infood, telecom, pow-
er, construction and finance, all at the same
time. However, in India such conglomerates
thrive. The promoters of these companies
have the required skill, which 1s navigating
the Indian government maze, Whether it is

MAMN OF THE MOMENT: Can India ever produce a
Mark Zuckerberg who can create a company
weorth billions without using unfair means?

obtaining permission to open a power plant,
or to convert agricultural land for commer-
cial purposes, or to obtain licences toopen a
banlk or sellliguor —our top business promo-
ters can get all this done, something ordi-
nary Indians would never be able to, This is
why they are able to malke billions. We load
them with awands, rank them on lists and
treat them asrole modelsforthe young.

In reality, they are hardly icons. They
have milked an unfair svstem for their per-
sonal benefit, talking opportunities that be-
longed to the young on a levelplaying field.

Indian companies make money from rent-
seelking behavior, creating artificial bar-
riersof accessto regulators; thereby depriv-
ingourstartups of wealth-generating oppor-
tunities, None of the recent technologies
that have changed the world and created
wealth - telecom, computers, aviation - have
risen out of India. Yet, our promoters have
figured cut a way tomalee money from them,
by bulldozing their way into taking their
shareof the pie, rationing outthetechnology
tolndians, and coming cutasmodern-day he-
roes, Inreality, they are no heroes, They are
the opposite of cool, and despite their bil-
lions, they are, in what is lknown in youthful
parlance, as ‘losers”,

For if they are not losers, why have they
never raised their voice against government
corruption? Our corporates don't think
twice before creating a cartel to fleece cus-
tomers, Yet, they never have a cartel totakea
stand against corrupt politicians. They
seream about the Radia tapes being leaked
butdonotreflect ontheirdisgusting content.
Noneof our blue chips have the capability to
invent technology like the cell phone but be-
ing opportunists, thevjum ped at the chanee
of making money in spectrum allocation.
International investors already know this,
andwhilethey see India’s potential, they un-
derstand that the Indian corporate-political
nexus 15 actually keeping India poor, not
makingitrich.

This can be fixed. Quite frankly, it hasto
be fixed if we want India to be the great na-
tion our forefathers dreamed of. The net ef-
fect of thisnepotism is high- it'soften debil-
itating for startups m India, vital to the
broad-based growth of any economy If we
want to set this right, there 1= a role to be
played by corporates, the government and in-
dividuals.

First, the few corporates who really care,
have to form a cartel against corruption and
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nepotism. If promoters take a public stand
that their business group will not bribe, it
will send astrong message. Competeon inno-
vation,not the ability tobribe. That's what is
cool. Meanwhile, the existing billionaires
should stop flaunting their money and con-
sider the 57 richest billionaires of America
who have pledged togive away more than half
their wealth to charity (ves, Mark Zucker-
bergincluded).

Second, our government has to under-
stand the meaning of protecting Indian in-
dustry It 1sn't to protect the established fat
cats, who could frankly do with a dose of
healthy competition. Protecting Indian in-
dustry means policies that help new Indian
companies thrive, an enwvironment where
startups are glorified and inherited princes
are not put on a pedestal. mnovation is con-
sidered cool, not inheritance.

Third, we as individuals have to stop ad-
miring and glorifying the parasitic billio-
naires of India. They may not betechnically
doinganythingillegal, but there is definitely
nothing cool about using connections to get
something that you couldn’t have if there
were fair competition. We should not be cele-
brating money, consumption and power. We
should be celeblatmg innovation and entre-
preneurship.

Y¥es, these businessmen employ some of
us, and we have seen increased affluence
amongst some Indians. Maybe we have amil-
licn rich Indians now. It isn't enongh. With
the right business environment, Indiacan be
adramatically different place, offering a bet-
ter life to notjust afew, but all of us. Afterall,
to modify a dialogue from the film, “You
lknow what's cooler than a million rich Indi-
ans? Abillionrich Indians.”

(2 My Times, My Voice: Like this article?
SMS MTMVCB <space> Yesor No to 55888,
Charges applicable. Rs 3 per sms
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Parents view 1V,
internet in the
same light: Survey

New York: Mo TV for a week,
the time-honoured punishment
for misbehaving children, has
been enhanced. Now, parents
are also withholding nternet
access to punish their kids, fr-
ther sign that the Web has be-
come as important to families
as televisiorn,

As the two medinms con-
verge, parents are quickly com-
ing tosee TV and the Internet
in similar ways and are seek-
ing to limit their kids® access
to both, according to a report
ot this weel from researchers
at the University of Southern
California. The survey firom
the USC Annenberg Centre for
the Digital Future found that
twio-thirds of parents say they
restricttheir kids' access to TV
as punishment. a mumber that
hasbarely budged overthe past
10 vears,

But the percentage of par-
ents wholimit Internet access
a=a form of punishment has
nearly doubled in the last
decade. Among parents sur-
veyved this spring, 57% said
they withheld Web access to

Now, parents are
withholding Internet
access to punish
their kids, further
sign that the web
has become as
important to
families as TV

punish their kids. That is up
from 32% in 2000, Michael
Gilbert, a senior fellow at the
centre, said parents are start-
ingtonotsee a bigdistinetion
between TV watching and
[nternet use, Even so, parents
are still more comfortable
with the amount of time
kids spend on the Internet,
T1% said it was “just about
right” compared with just
a1% for TV,

Earlier surveys hy the cen-
tre have shown that families
are spending less time togeth-
er than they used to, a decline
that has coincided with the ex-
plosive growth of social net-
works in the past few vears. as
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Does a touch of positive energy heal and ¢

& kmages comCarhis

es it does, believe those who
swear by new-age alternative
therapies like craniosacral
balancing and aura reading

Atul Sethi | mu

ishant Sharma might be theregular 25year-old boy-

1 door ept that he has a unique ‘profession’.
L He is an aura reader who quit hisjob with a multi-

national company a year ago to pursue “an abiding

interest in spir
sion and it is a prett
seanning the inv

has become a profes-  ble

. Sharma’s job involves

ible enery g.,\ fields around the human bocky
referred to tolook for defecis that mighi cause

physialogical 1n(t |J|I\ cal problems. Sharma uses a tech-

nique known as Resonant

Field Ime A hand 1

machine flashes the energy

reading of the person being

scanned. The total of all the

adings defines the aura

Sharma says aura reading is beeoming inereasingly eredi-

ble. “The contention that 1H0ch‘c|-. living and nondiving
have an aura has often been viewed with sceptici

that is now changing,” he Hegeis 10to 15 clienis a v

and conducts aura reading & hcms c'\‘m'_\' weelkend,
Alternative h("\\ms, th

pressure have bee

(|u.\m\||n hc"\lm;. are g'm'vmg;mund Sh'n e
backgrounds are represented = aura reading worl I\ahnn\
“A gynaecologist from AIIMS tedto lnow how to detect
imbalances in the aura so t she could use the technique
n her mamsiream practice,” he says. “Then there are peo-

ple who want to know how to use their intu-
itive skills to improve their health and
relationships.”
Practitione
contend that dise
cause of the
gv patterns, Dr
of Pune’s Institute of Inte-
arated Medicine says ener-
gies that govern the func-
tioning of the body include
thoughts, reactions, per-
ceptions, knowledze, ex-
perience and so on but
“none of these are meas-
urable. tangible or visi-

“there
hawve an impact on the bocy:
Asimple, unexpecied smile
can change the outcome of
one's day Positive thinking can
kill pain.”

Propenentsof energy healing say
that the body’s natural reaction to trau-
ma often causes eneray blockage or cysts,

“Fight. fright car th.hl thisis|
responds to threat. In case
energy from a trauma is not ¢

who practices cranic

pv. developed in the

Dr John Upledger, helps

the m':\mos-;v:r.‘\l s.\w\ e \-'(Jrlho ummm\lc'cl. Bhasin
splai i

= say
subile rhyt hm of the craniosac:

ing the areas that require healing.” Bal-
ancing the craniosacral system is be-
lieved to be useful to deal with back-
ache, depr on and neuralogical
diseases. “There are many con-
ditions where surgery and
drugs have alimited role but
these therapies help,” points
out Bhasin
Although the therapy
is yel to get approval
fromthe medical frater-
nity, some patients
swear by it Shaliii Shar-
ma, former manager
witha public seetor un-
w  dertaking, claims that
eraniosacral balanc-
ing and quanium heal-
ing helped restore hi
sion. Guantum healing is
yet another sort of energy
therapy which helps increase
the rate of cell vibration. Shar-
¥’ ma, who had muliiple sclerosis,
il says the resulis impressed him so
much that he went on to learn how
o practice these therapies.
But mainstream medical practitioners are
not particularly impressed. Th he ‘cure”
isactually a placebo effect. Dr
identof the Indian Medical Association, say
theface of it these therapies appear difficul
eepl, since there is little scientifc basis o accept
their claims.”
Not so, says Puducherry-based architect Prabhat
Poddar, who has researched the effect of subtle r:
on the body for three decades. “What counts is the
sult. People whoexperience it can see how subily such n
age therapies help resolve various health and other issues,”

sof energy therapies
ase can oceur b

imbalance inener-
Sujata Vaidya

wnd yet, she adds,
is proof that they

the body
s external
pated natu-
the body retains it, forming energy cysts,”
D Sandeep Bhasmn, a Delhi-ba SUrgeon

ral balancing. This thera-
W American osteopath
emove restrictions from

he

works by tuning inio the
1l system and understancd-

(€-Daber LI
ure?

Poddar adds an interesting dimension to the importance
of energy balanee. “Almost 90% of health issues are due to
us architects not designing buildings on the right energy
principles that match the subtle energies of the human
body Our buildings have become the source of all our health

problems,”
out in the late

Craniosacral therapy,
developed in the 1970s by
American osteopath, Dr
John Upledaer, helps
remove restrictions from
the cranicsacral system.
For the uninitiated, Dr
Sandeep Bhasin explains
that the craniosacral is a
physiclogical system
believed to be one of the
three that sustain life
(others are cardiovascular
and respiratory)

in India
The Centre’s directon
eost-effectiv

mme.

he says. His starting point is research carried
s in Europe, which led to the discovery

of a phenomenon
known as the sick-
bui \chn;., drome.
Many energy ther-
apy  practitioners
agree that technology
has, to some extent
helped verify claims
about their efficacy
Aura reader
Sharma
chines, l
ners, can help people
see the colour of
the aura and also
view chakras — en-
ergy centres that have
long been recognized
inancient texts, as be-
ing integral to well-
being and health.”
That is all very

well but it may take a lot of doing to convince most people.
Resen gy healing 1s at a nascent stage n the coun-
ased Centre for Biofield Sciences (CBS), wl

s in creating hiofield-imaging devices
hanges in the body’s emissions, isone of the few
here research is underway
Thornton Streeter, sa
sale and non-dinvasive technigus
ome day be invaluable to the primary healtheare

sIndia needs
which might

at may siill be some time away, for now
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At II'1-B, teachers may
wink at class bunkers

Hemalt Chhapia | Tvn

Mumbal: There are all kinds
of informal segregation seen
on college campuses: freshers
versus settlers, top graders who
sneer at canteen crawlers, book
club members who wont come
within a hockey sticks length
of a ball player, and what have
you. But for a change, students
at the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology-Bombay (ITT-B) will now
draw a distinction among fac-
ulty members and decide their
cool guotient based on the de-
cision each professor takes on
attendance rules.

Tilt date, students who did
not have a minimum of 80% at-
tendance were awarded an XX
grade and failed in that course,
Students had to repeat the
course before they were allowed
to take the semester exam,

But with IIT-B reviewing its
attendance policy through a
senate committee convened by

Abhiram Ranade, a professor-

in the department of comptt-
er science and engineering, fac-
ulty now have the freedom to
take a call on either penalizing
students for bunking class or
letting it pass. The policy was
broadly cleared by the senate
recently and will soon come
into effect.

While faculty members can

it et A

choose their own attendance
plan, they would be required to
declare the same at the start of
the academic session. There are
three plans a teacher can pick
from. It has to be made clear
here that the benefits of at-
tending a class will be extolled.
Every faculty member will ap-
prise students of the benefits
of attending. But there could
be faculty members who could
choose not to penalize students
for the lack of attendance, said
associate dean {academic pro-
grammes) Vikram Gadre.
Teachers could either con-
tinue with the current prac-
tice of awarding the humili-
ating XX grade, or ignore the
class strength completely or
penalize students by depreci-
ating their grade. The under-
graduate and postgraduate
programmes committees
would work out the modalities
for the last option before the
scheme is implemented.
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Medvedev to

Charu Sudan Kasturi

#& charu hasturi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELH!: Russian President
Dmitry Medvedev will visit the
Indian Institute of Technology,
Bombay during his trip next
week, as Russia looks to rein-
force traditional educational
ties at a time when the world is
eyeing India’s fast-growing edu-
cation market.

IIT Bombay was set up in
1958 with finanecial and techni-
cal assistance from the Soviet
Union and UNESCO, and Med-
vedev specifically wanted to
visit the Institute during his
India trip, sources privy to
development said. Top USSR
professors, researchers, and
universities helped hand-hold
IIT Bombay in its initial days.

The Russians appear keen to
reinforce the traditionally stro-
ng educational ties between
them and India, the sources

& Dmitry Medvedev

said, pointing out: “Half a cen-
tury back, we depended on
assistance from Russia and
other foreign countries to start
our top higher educational insti-
tutions like the IITs. Today,
Russia and the rest of the world
are competing for India’s edu-
cation market,” a diplomatic
source said, -

India and Russia mutually
recognise each other’s degrees
in science and engineering sub-
jects and the two countries are

{> Russia wants to reinforce educatlon ties

engaged in extending the mutu-
al recognition of degrees to
medicine and related subjects,
sources said.

Russian is also taught as an
optional language subject in
Central Board of Secondary
Education schools. “We are still
building our relationship in edu-
cation with several other coun-
tries, but our ties with Russia
are old and strong already,” a
source said.

The Russians, however, are
concerned about India’s increas-
ing proximity to the US and
Europe in educational and
research ties, other sources
said. The visit to IIT Bombay
is symbolic, and the Russians
possibly hope to emphasise how
they stood by India at a time
when this country was still
emerging out of two centuries
of Colonial rule, and was strug-
ghing to establish its institutions,
sources said.
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Copy CAT, army plans to
computerlse exam system

Rahul Singh

# rahul singh®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The army has kicked
off a drive to streamline its in-
house promotion examinations,
modelling it on the Common
Admission Test (CAT).

It has launched a pilot proj-
ect to computerise exams, called
Part B and Part D in service
parlance, which have to be cra-
cked before officers can be pro-
moted to the rank of major and
lieutenant colonel.

An officer said the existing
testing model was cumbersome
and required officers to be away
from their units for extended
periods. Crippled by a shortage
of more than 11,250 officers, the
force can hardly afford to keep
more of them away from regu-
lar duties on the frontlines.

It is no secret that infantry

ARMY REPORT CARD -

~ Part B and Part D are the -

* army's promotion exams.

~ Atotal of 8,506 officers

~took them in July 2008 . .
and November 2008

12,240 {23%
" clearedthe | passed the
~exams | PartBexam

14,322 {29%
. “partially officers

. passed” one or| cleared the
" more subjects | Part D exam

1,944 officers failed in

every subject

battalions with an authorised
strength of around 21 officers

are somehow making da.wjth
ha!f that number The off icer

said computer-based tests wou-
Id ensure greater availability of
manpower, solve logistics prob-
lems such as transportation and
accommodation and provide a
more flexible option to officers.
Plans are afoot to set up 50
to 60 centres across the nation.
The new model is expected to
be functional by next year. More
than 10,000 officers take pro-
motion exams annually. While
Part B has to be cleared before
completing six years of service,
to avoid loss of seniority, the
deadline for Part D is 13 years.
The exams are designed to test
the knowledge of officers in mil-
itary history, current affairs, law;
administration and tactics.
The computerised model will
also benefit officers who fail to
clear these exams in the first
attempt and have to glve ,m 1

- another shot. -
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Break new barriers
of science to
“succeed, says Sibal

PTH
CHANDIGARH

NEW frontiers of sdence will have to
be conguered to overcome chal-
. lenges posed to humans in the 21st
. century and nations will have to col-
laborate to achieve the goal, Union
HRD minister Kapil Sibal today said.

“The solutions of the past cannot
resolve. the challenges of the pres-
ent...If we have to succeed and con-
quer these challenges, we will need
to break new barriers of science,”
Sibal said. He was addressing a meet
on Building Communities, Bridging
Continents here,

Sibalsaid the challenges of the pres-
ent century were very complex and
related to the basic needs of individu-
als such as eradication of hunger, right
to food, water, education, employ-
ment and global warming. Giving the
example of how water shortage was
going to increase in future, he said the
existing population of the global com-
munity at 6.2 billion consumes 19 bil-
lion tonnes of water annually, more
than what the planet generates.

“By 2050 when the population is
set to touch 8.9-9.2 billion, we will be
in the midst of a crisis,” he said. “We
are short of food, water and energy
and the way we are plundering earth,
we will disturb the delicate balance of
nature,” Sibal said, Stating that wa-
ter-intensive agricultural activities
are unsustainable, the HRD minister
said there is need for new technology
to encourage farming with the use of
less water. “We have torealise that we
cannot afford to continue producing
agricultural commodities the way we
have been doing over the years,” he
said, giving the example of how rice
and wheat crops guzzle a lot of water.

“What then is the solution? Obvi-
ously, we have to cross and conquer

new frontiers of scence,” he said,

adding that we will need to produce
seeds that will consume less waterand

The solutions of the
past cannot resolve
the challenges of the

- present...If we have to

succeed and conquer these
challenges, we will need to
break new barriers of
science

KAPIL SIBAL
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY MINISTER

have new technology to increase pro-
ductivity.

Sibal also gave the example of how
humans had, over the Jast 300 years,
consumed a limited resource like coal
which takes millions of years to form.
“Now nature will not accept such
things...the root cause and genesis of
global warming is the result of this

* delicate balance getting disturbed,”

he said. The minister stressed that the
global community will have to col-
laborare 1o meet the challenge of de-
pleting natural resources which are
very essential for the survival of in-
habitants of the earth.
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VENKATRAMAN ’

RAMAKRISHNAN
NOBEL LAUREATE

Give 20 yrs
to Indian
institutes

Venkatraman Ramakrishnan, who shared the Nobel
prize for Chemistry in 2009, is currently on a visitto India.
He spoke to Gaurie Agtey Athale in Pune. Excerpts:

Is there a lack of research in the curricula of
Indiani universities, leading to people of In-
dian origin doing well when they go abroad?
There is a lot of excitement and exciting things

happening in Indian science. The governinent is . -

funding science in a big way and setting up new
institutes. Besides, I am the wrong person to ask
questions about Indian curriculum or systems be-
cause I left India at the age of 19. )

But where are the results? There isn’t a sin-
gle Nobel working in the country...

There are no results today because there is a lot of
nurturing needed by the Indian scientific commu-
nity. It takes twenty years for sustainable results.
One generation has to dowell... then there is need
for continuity. Institutes have to become sustain-
able. So, give them at least another twenty years,

Institutes and local scientific community
complain about lack of funding... .

The government began to invest in science after

1990, when the Indian

ety economy was opened

The b]ggest up. Before this, the in-

vestments were low.

cha"enge Give it some time-—a -
for Indian generation maybe. The
. . sustainability and con-
scienceisto tinuity of research insti-
aftract good tutes is mandatory be-
N cause there may be a
faculty working good person at the head
of an institute but what
ove,rseas"' to if he retires early? Re-
getyoung search needs continu-

scientists and ity. There are some re-

L markably fine tradition-
giving them the al institutes in India

freedom to work such as the Tata Funda-

mental Research Insti-

tute, the Centre for Cel-
lular & Molecular Biology and National Centre
for Biological Sciences. They have been working
for a long time and doing good work. There is a
misperception about their contribution and
there are too few such institutes.

So, what according to you is the biggest chal-
lenge faced by Indian science today?
To attract good faculty that work overseas. That
is the main problem—to get young scientists to
come here and fill faculty positions, giving them
the freedom to work. I cannot compare the Indi-
an system to the West since Ileft at 19 and have
not been part of the system here. But yes,
salaries are much better than they were 50 years
ago, the infrastructure facilities are also a lot bet-
ter now. A lot of young people are returning. I
- know of one young structural biologist who is
coming back (from the UK’s Cambridge Univer-
sity), to ISSER, Pune.
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Barred from

exams,

fate of

Jamia students

™o

c
{DEEPU SEBASTIAN EDMOND
iNEW DELHI | DECEMBER 18 '

. ven the academic council
, E of the Jamia Millia Islamia
could not clear the air cn
the fate of more than 200 stu-
~dents, who have been denied
. permission to write the semester
.exams due to attendarice short-
jage. The exams had begun last
_week.
¢ All of them are either in post-
graduate or M Phil programmes.
-A good number of the students are
-inthe first semester, sources said.
¢ First semester students, who
;were barred from
taking the exam,

<

" uncertain

dance requirement was men-
tioned in the prospectus. Students
will have to seek readmission to
their respective semesters,” said
Jamia's media coordinator Simi
Malhotra. The university had
given relaxation of up to 15 per
cent on medical and sports
grounds.

"“1 opted for specialisation in
Ancient History, which was being
offered for the first time. Since
there was no tutor for my speciali-
sation, by mid-September ; more
than a month after classes began ¢
I'was asked to attend tutorials for
two papers in Medieval History. It

looks like they have
not factored in the

were initially told

eyt Over200 students §becs et el

in between,” said an

toseekre-admission. were affectedby M Phil research
Afterthestudentsap-  the decision to scholar. The student,

proached university
officials to complain

prevent them
about the harsh from writing

who took a year’s
break after his M4, is
poised to lose cut on

move, the matter was semesterexams' " the prestigicus Ju-

taken up in Wednes- ... nior Research Fel-
day's academic coun- citing shortage of lowship {JRF),
¢l meeting. attendance awarded in 2008.

The issue was re-
portedly raised by .
some teachers, even though it was
not part of the AC’s agenda. “It has
been decided that the students,
whose attendance have fallen
short of requirement, will be de-
tained. They will have to repeat
the semester. On the other hand,

&0 decision has been taken as to
whether first semester students
_will be removed from the rolls,”
_said an AC member.

+ . Jamia requires students to
_have 75 per cent attendance, and

_university officials said that the

Jules are not new. “The atten-

JRF rules stipulate
that the awardee
should have secured admission
within two years of winning the
Rs 15,000 per month scholarship.

Affected students say that they
were not warned in advance that
the university would come down
hard onthem.

“Teachers used to warn us in
advance if our attendance was
low. This time, I was called to the
Director’s office a few days before
the exams were to begin and told
that I will not bg allgwed 1g write,

_the exam,” claimed a first-yeat *

post-graduate student.
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